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Ardan Özmenoğlu, Contemporary Artist and Academic. Born in 1979 in Turkey, Ardan Özmenoğlu 
obtained her BFA as well as her MFA in the Department of Art, Design, and Architecture from Bilkent 
University, Ankara. She was an Artist in Residence at Kala art Institute in Berkeley, Ateliergemeinschaft 
Milchhof e.V. Berlin, Frans Maserell Centrum in Belgium, Kulturkontakt Austria in Vienna, and Glasstress 
in Murano, Venice. Her exhibition "Oblici Ljubavi / Forms of Love," which was highlighted in 2024, was 
shown at the Gradski Muzej Krizevci in Križevci, Croatia. 

Her recent work consists of site-specific installations combining screenprints in various formats and on 
different media and materials such as glass, neon tubes and lights as well as post-it notes. Playing with 
the formats of printmaking and sculpture she creates three dimensional, almost architectural shapes. 
Her works can be found in important collections worldwide, such as the Hort Collection NYC, Naked 
Heart Foundation, the Frankfurt Airport Collection, the Osthaus Museum Hagen Collection, the Kala Art 
Institute Collection, the Borusan Contemporary Art Collection, the UniCredit Bank Art collection, the 
Foundation Jan Michalski Collection, the Imoga Mundi (Benetton) Collection and the Istanbul Modern 
Collection.  

One of the striking features of Özmenoğlu’s oeuvre is her use of images of both Turkish and global 
popular culture, as well as commonly used colloquial expressions, that the artist reverses into self-ironic, 
sometimes even critical statements.  Her neon sign sculptures are either letterings of expressions used 
in everyday language in Turkish, or, if more figurative in nature, they portray simple objects one might 
find in their own home, such as a vase of flowers or a coat rack with hangers. Özmenoğlu captures the 
fast changing, chaotic, and sometimes burdening reality of our present-day world. The information 
overload, the multi-facetted realities created by digitalization, she captures it all in sometimes almost 
endearing manner, yet always with an ironic subtext. Though arguably biographical in nature, Ardan 
Özmenoğlu sets an universal example of the artistic examination of national and cultural identity, 
individuality, and collective visual memory. 

Ardan Özmenoğlu lives and works in Yeniköy, Istanbul. 
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